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Newsletter 28 February 25 

Salmon Watch Ireland  

In this issue we are delighted to note that our complaint to 
the EU regarding Section 19(A)4 of the Fisheries Act 1997 has 
finally appeared to have had some effect. 

This section of the Fisheries Act 1997, which allowed the 
continuation of salmon farming in Ireland without having to 
face proper environmental examination is in the process of 
being removed from legislation. This is a good result in that 
legal cover for salmon farms is being removed unless they go 
through a thorough environmental assessment and there are 
no escape clauses which allow continuation of unlicensed 
farms. It would certainly be our intention to contest the 
renewal of these licences which have continued to exist only 
through reliance on this flawed legislation.  

We will also be examining some interesting data from BIM 
regarding aquaculture production in 2023 which was 
substantially down by 22% on 2022. 

Section 19 A (4)- Fisheries Act- To be repealed and deleted 
from Irish Legislation 

The offending section of the Fisheries Act allowed salmon 
farmers to continue operating if they had filed a valid renewal 
application. They were allowed continuing operations but 
only under the terms and conditions of their extant license. 
This was a temporary arrangement brought in in 2006 by the 
Irish state in consultation with the EU to allow continuation of 
operations at salmon farms pending adequate conservation 
objectives being put in place by the Irish state which complied 
with the Birds Directive and Habitats Directive. 

This has now been in operation for over eighteen years and 
these extant licences have been operating with cover from 
this legislation but will no longer enjoy this protection. 

It is certainly alarming to see how successive governments 
have sanctioned amendments to licence terms and conditions 
over the years in direct contravention of their own legislation. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BWkHK2YKiv3FlRwJVRL3vFqLAYvG_HMl/view
https://nasco.int/forty-second-annual-meeting-of-nasco/
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 It is essential that all interested parties involve themselves in 
the public consultation process regarding the renewal of 
these licences and make a submission on each application 
going forward. 

It is noteworthy that five applications for renewal have been 
submitted this past month, and we will be making a 
submission on same. The following link will allow you to 
examine the documentation involved and make a considered 
submission. The publication dates are 19th February, and 
submissions must be lodged by 15 April 2025.  

Public Consultations Salmon Farms 19 February 2025 

We have also included some background information on our 
complaint and the Irish response to the Birds Case (Which led 
to Section 19 A (4) being inserted into Irish Legislation) to the 
EU. These are interesting documents and should be read in 
conjunction with this update. The links to these documents 
can be found in the newsletter margin. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/search/?q=&sort_by=published_date&type=aquaculture_licence&type=consultations&organisation=department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine#search_result_label_id
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/files/birds-case-programme-of-measures-october-2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12pVzCCxUUgSBWQXQBdJ9-WfeWVDSbc8o/view?usp=sharing
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BIM Annual Report – Aquaculture 2024 

The report which describes the output of aquaculture in 2023 
is a highly significant document which demonstrates the 
complexities and wide range of aquaculture activities carried 
out in Ireland. 

As expected, we are more concerned in relation to open cage 
salmon farming and as such the report is highly informative 
and demonstrates the volatility of production levels 
principally concerned with climate related factors and the re-
emergence of high levels of disease. 

The following figures from the BIM report are informative and 
note a continuing reduction in profitability. We have always 
strongly suggested that the issue of increasing sea surface 
temperatures will in time make the industry unsustainable 
from an economic and biological perspective. 

Extract from BIM Annual Aquaculture Report

 

Link to Full BIM Report  

 

https://bim.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/BIM-Aquaculture-Report-2024-Final.pdf
https://bim.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/BIM-Aquaculture-Report-2024-Final.pdf
https://streamscapes.ie/resources/?_gl=1*w7n6o7*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTk4Mzg0NDkyOC4xNzQwNjcwNTEz*_ga_EQDZS4CX1M*MTc0MDY3MDUxMC4xLjEuMTc0MDY3MDUzMC4wLjAuMA..

