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Good News

A step in right
direction to improve
ecosystem
functionality

Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine,
Martin Heydon, and
Minister of State with
responsibility for
Fisheries, Timmy Dooley,
today announced their
intention to place certain
restrictions on trawling
activity by large vessels
inside the six nautical
mile zone and the
baselines.

Read the full story
HERE

We have taken part in
this public consultation
and warmly welcome the
outcome. This will
certainly improve
survival of winter-feeding
sea trout and
substantially decrease

By-catch.

Salmon Watch Ireland Newsletter

Salmon Watch Ireland Submission - Kilkieran Bay
Aquaculture Licence Review (July 2025)

This submission from Salmon Watch Ireland strongly opposes the
renewal and review of aquaculture licenses for salmon farming in
Kilkieran Bay, County Galway, by Bradan Beo Teoranta (BBT). It
argues that the application and its supporting environmental
documentation fail to meet the legal and scientific standards required
under Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the EU Habitats Directive, the EIA
Directive, and recent relevant High Court judgments.

Key Objections

1. Inadequate Environmental Assessment

@)

The submitted EIAR and NIS are deemed scientifically
insufficient and legally non-compliant.

Crucial data (e.g., water quality, sea lice modelling,
escape risk, cage design) are either outdated,
unsupported, or lack transparency.

2. High Ecological Sensitivity of Kilkieran Bay
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The farm sites are adjacent to designated salmon rivers
(e.g., Screebe, Lough Na Furnace), with Screebe failing
to meet conservation limits in 2025.

Numerous smaller, non-designated rivers in the
Connemara Bog Complex SAC are likely home to
unique salmonid populations and are not assessed.

3. Sea Lice Impacts on Wild Salmonids

o

The application underrepresents the impact of sea lice
from farmed salmon on wild Atlantic salmon and sea
trout.

It relies heavily on Marine Institute studies, while
ignoring a wider body of independent, peer-reviewed
research that shows significant impacts on adult salmon
returns and juvenile sea trout survival.

Modelling of lice dispersal is challenged as overly
simplistic and unsupported by real-world larval density
data.

4. Water Quality and Modelling Concerns

o

DIN levels are projected to exceed thresholds at sites
like Coonawilleen, breaching WFD requirements.
Modelling lacks clear input data and independent
validation, undermining confidence in the projected
environmental impacts.

5. Escape Risk and Climate Vulnerability

o

Recent salmon escapes from nearby Killary Harbour
raise concerns about structural resilience.


https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/press-releases/ministers-heydon-and-dooley-update-on-trawling-activity-inside-the-six-nautical-mile-zone/
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Real Time Management of Atlantic salmon in Ireland
Time to change.
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“In the absence of salmon, there is no

o The application fails to address future climate risks or

present detailed site-specific cage designs.
6. Marine Habitat and Legal Protections

o Cumulative risks to SACs and species like the pearl
mussel in wider geographical area are overlooked and
sea trout are largely overlooked and not considered
adequately.

o Sea trout, now protected under the EU Nature
Restoration Law, are facing critical pressure and
require urgent marine habitat restoration.

7. Lack of Consideration for Alternatives

o No genuine exploration of land-based aquaculture

systems or other lower-risk technologies is provided.
8. Animal Welfare and Mortality

o National mortality rates of up to 45% in farmed salmon

are cited, raising ethical and regulatory concerns.

We must act now—real-time protection is not optional, it's
survival™ - Salwon Watch Ireland

Please support and
donate to

SALMON AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY

Interesting and
Informative Website
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Conclusion

Salmon Watch Ireland concludes that there remains scientific doubt
regarding the environmental safety of continuing salmon aquaculture
in Kilkieran Bay. It urges the competent authority to refuse the licence
renewal, in line with EU legal obligations, due to:

e documented threats to protected habitats and species,

e inadequate environmental and scientific justification,

o and failure to mitigate ongoing negative impacts of open-cage
salmon farming.

Salmon Watch Ireland calls for a national policy to transition toward
sustainable land-based facilities and strict adherence to both the
Habitats Directive and the Nature Restoration Law.

Read the full submission HERE.
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https://salmonwatchireland.ie/document-library/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/
https://swanireland.ie/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Submission-Kilkieran-Bay-All-Licences.pdf

