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The 2024 National Fish Counter Report highlights strong progress in
upgrading systems and improving infrastructure, resulting in more
transparent and accurate data. It was a successful year for Inland
Fisheries Ireland’s (IFI) National Fish Counter Program, with the
network operating effectively and benefiting from advances in
technology, infrastructure, and data management. Continued
investment in equipment and staff expertise ensures that IFI delivers
reliable monitoring and valuable insights into salmon and sea trout
runs across Ireland

Most counters ran satisfactorily throughout the year, delivering clear,
accurate, and reliable data. Many sites benefited from smarter
technology, including sharper cameras, faster recording systems, and
improved verification tools. Pilot projects also introduced remote
monitoring, making data collection quicker, easier, and more
environmentally friendly.

A new policy on data management was rolled out to strengthen
transparency and accountability, ensuring confidence in the
information gathered. And while challenges such as adverse weather
and technical issues did arise, swift fixes and timely upgrades kept the
network running smoothly.

The fish counter program remains a cornerstone of fisheries
management in Ireland, providing vital data that shapes decision-
making and conservation efforts. Information gathered through the
network underpins stock assessments and long-term conservation
planning, guides policies for sustainable fisheries, and supports
scientific research into salmonid migration. It also fosters stronger
connections with communities and anglers by ensuring transparent
reporting and open access to reliable data.

As a comparison we would like to draw your attention to the following
image which is representative of the 2024 numbers versus the
preceding time series as published in the “The Status of Irish Salmon
Stocks in 2024 with Catch Advice for 2025”

While there are improvements in 2024 in some rivers, the stark
downward trend over time is catastrophic.

2023 was a very poor year also but it looks likely that 2025 will be very
disappointing. We again appeal to the angling community to release
fish in September as it is apparent that all broodstock are required
this year.


https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2025-08/annual-fishcounter-summary-report-2024-final.pdf
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/sites/default/files/2025-02/the-status-of-irish-salmon-stocks-in-2024-with-catch-advice-for-2025.pdf
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Overgll, 13 of the 27 fish counter returns estimates in the most recent year are below their

mean counts from preceding years [Figure &].
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Figure & The proportional change in the salmon count in 2024 compared to the preceding
multi-annual mean count per fish counter (left panel); Mean salmon count and associated
range [(min, max) of the preceding time sernes [indicoted by black circle and bar,
respectively] in companson to the most recent year's count (indicaoted by red X) (right
panel].

The full reports are available in the left-hand margin.

River Blackwater Update

Progress in determining the cause of this serious fish kill has been
limited so far. The investigation has been extended to include more
licensed industrial discharges and possible releases from upstream
wastewater treatment facilities.

Recent rises in water levels and lower water temperatures may now
create conditions that support the natural return of fish and
invertebrate species to the affected area. Although the road to
recovery will be difficult, ecosystems have a strong capacity to heal,
and these conditions should help encourage recolonisation.

It is important to note that discharges to surface waters are permitted,
provided they comply with licence conditions. Wastewater treatment
plants must also operate to standards that ensure only treated waters
meeting these conditions are released.

The assimilative capacity of a river is influenced by several key
factors. Larger, faster-flowing rivers generally have a greater ability
to dilute and disperse pollutants, while distance downstream from a


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ft78HrccHUT9-ir7sfO4iMNbMXoclKBp?usp=sharing
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/capacity-registers/wastewater-treatment-capacity-register/cork
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discharge point allows more time for mixing and natural processes
such as aeration, biodegradation, and sedimentation to reduce
pollutant levels.

Water temperature and oxygen levels also play an important role, as
they affect how quickly organic matter breaks down and how well
aquatic life can adapt to changes.

A river’s background water quality is equally critical—if it is already
under stress or close to its ecological limits, its capacity to absorb
further discharges is reduced.

While there are very few alternatives to discharge surface waters it
can be improved with biological treatment in constructed wetlands,

but these require relatively large tracts of lands.

Factsheet: Cattle in Cork County

Population Equivalent of Cattle vs. Human Population in Cork
Population Equivalent

Category Mumbers in Cork {2023) (PE) Source/Reference

Dairy Cows ~398,000 ~3.98 million PE (10 PE CSO Farm Structure Survey 2023;
per cow) EPA/IPPC livestock PE factors

Beef & Other Cattle ~703,000 ~3.52 million PE (5 PE per CSO Farm Structure Survey 2023;
animal) EPA/IPPC livestock PE factors

Total Cattle ~1.1 million ~7.5 million PE CSO + EPAJIPPC

Human Population ~584,000 (City + County, 0.584 million PE (1 PE per CSO Census 2022

2022 Census) persan)

Cattle in County Cork generate a waste load equivalent to around 7.5
million people, compared with a human population of about 584,000.
This means agricultural waste production in Cork is roughly 12-13
times greater than that produced by its residents.

Not all are in Blackwater Valley, but a significant number are.
Majority is land spread.

Another issue that needs to be addressed is the management of grazing
platforms. These are the areas where dairy herds spend most of their
time at pasture, and they often receive very high applications of
organic fertiliser—likely well more than 220 kg N/ha. While organic
loading and stocking rate are officially calculated based on the whole
Jfarm area, in practice the nutrient and stocking pressures are much
higher on the grazing area itself. A significant reduction is needed in
areas which impact freshwater water quality.

Certainly, no continuation of Nitrates Derogation.


https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-fss/farmstructuresurvey2023/livestock/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Salmon-Watch-Policy-Document-2025-Final-08AUG25.pdf

If you wish to become a
supporter of Salmon
Watch Ireland, you can
do so by several methods
online or by standing
order mandate.
Donation

Supporters

Standing order

Please present at your
bank branch and notify
Salmon Watch Ireland.
Standing orders may also
be set up on your own
online banking portal.

By mail or credit transfer
to Salmon Watch Ireland

IFI statement - Ongoing
operations on the River
Blackwater

d(IF1) continu
rther deploying a range of operational activities to try to find a cau

Immediate Steps on Wastewater Treatment and Industrial
Discharge Blackwater Catchment

Immediate Steps on Wastewater Treatment and Industrial Discharge
(Applicable Equally Across All Catchments)

1. Upgrade Wastewater Treatment Plants (WWTPs)

o Prioritise upgrades to Red-classified WWTPs (no
further connections permitted).

o Progress upgrades to Amber-classified WWTPs (limited
new connections possible under strict conditions).

o Re-assess Green-classified WWTPs in every catchment
to confirm their current status and capacity.

2. Industrial Discharge Management

o Undertake a comprehensive review of industrial
discharges and existing limitations across all
catchments.

o Implement remedial actions and urgent upgrades where
required.

o Allow a limited compliance transition period to meet
stricter discharge standards.

3. Climate Resilience in Discharge Licensing

o Embed climate resilience measures into all discharge
licences, regardless of catchment.

o Make it mandatory to restrict or suspend discharges
under adverse conditions (e.g. low river flow, elevated
temperatures) where assimilation of pollutants cannot
occur without harm.

4. Single House Treatment Systems (SHTS)

o Maintain SHTS uniformly across all catchments.

o Introduce a legally binding mandatory emptying
requirement to ensure compliance and environmental
protection.

5. Storm Water and Drainage Management

o Minimise storm water inflows to WWTPs by diverting
to dedicated facilities wherever practicable.

o In older urban catchments with combined sewers,
promote and incentivise roof water collection and reuse
to reduce inflows to the combined sewer network.

Licensing of Dairy Farms — EPA should be licensing
authority

The latest IFI Statement on Blackwater Fish Kill
Released on 09 September

Available in Margin


https://salmonwatchireland.ie/donations/gaea-donation-form/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/contact/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KvLm38cLnwa6eelcM1BBgptkGzC5m-rG/view?usp=sharing
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/donations/gaea-donation-form/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/donations/gaea-donation-form/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/news/media-releases/ifi-statement-ongoing-operations-on-the-river-blackwater

